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Editorials 

Fredericton's IT reputation growing fast
It's our view: We are leaders in developing a wireless network 

Fredericton is setting the national trend when it comes to high tech and business-friendly knowledge infrastructure. 

Michael Geist, law professor at the University of Ottawa, wrote in the Toronto Star that Fredericton is the "undisputed municipal leader" in developing a broadband wireless computer network for the use of citizens. 

Geist, holder of the Canada Research Chair in Internet and E-commerce Law, has been watching Canada's growing presence in information technology, and has predicted that Fredericton's experience will be duplicated in many other parts of the country. 

"In the months ahead," he wrote, "look for many Canadian communities to follow Fredericton's lead. For smaller cities and towns, municipally-supported broadband may be the only realistic means of bringing connectivity to the community." 

Geist included his praise for Fredericton in what was a general criticism of the federal government's abandonment of broadband expansion in the 2005 budget. 

After a much-hyped announcement in 2001 of a broadband task force that was going to get Canada wired for high speed, the federal government dropped the ball leaving it to local government to step in and take up the slack. 

Geist lamented the loss of federal support for community broadband. The withdrawal of Ottawa from that responsibility is going to set up a struggle between local government and telecommunications carriers. 

Whereas Internet providers like phone and cable companies want to sell their access, some forward-thinking municipalities want to give it away for free. 

Fredericton has done just that. Starting with its land-based broadband network in 1999, Fredericton e-Novations added free wireless access in 2003 and, under the leadership of Team Fredericton, created Fred-eZone. 

Now, those little Fred-eZone signs are sprouting up all over the city - alerting residents and visitors alike when they are in a wireless "hot spot." Presently a large part of the city is covered, and plans are in place to extend that coverage in the near future. 

In moving as it has, the City of Fredericton, with Team Fredericton and Fredericton e-Novations leading the way, has signaled that wireless broadband Internet access is a part of the city's infrastructure that should be enjoyed by all. 

Like the streets, walking trails, parks, swimming pools and sports fields, wireless Internet is being rolled out for the public at large. 

A city the size of Fredericton is perfect for this initiative. Most of the downtown is covered, as is the Knowledge Park, airport, and an expanding part of the North Side. 

Cities the size of Toronto or Vancouver could not hope to implement a similar initiative, so it has fallen to Fredericton to step up first and show it can be done. 

Residents may not notice the development of our e-Zone every day, but Fredericton's award-winning project has the attention of information technology professionals across the country and around the world. 

The city, through Team Fredericton and e-Novations, has established itself as New Brunswick's IT leader, and that means a more exciting and prosperous future for all of us. 
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